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VISION

PADS breeds, raises, trains and supports certified assistance dogs,
partnering them with people living with disabilities, and with
community care professionals.

PADS strives to become a pre-eminent, internationally recognized
source for dogs certified to ADI standards by providing top
quality breeding, training and program delivery in the assistance
dog industry.

VALUES
INTEGRITY

GRATITUDE

RESPECT

ACCOUNTABILITY

TRUST

TRANSPARENCY

We are sincere and
genuine when we
consider or take
action.

We are grateful for
the support of our
community and
those who share our
mission.

We hold in high
esteem those who
support our mission
with their time,
their money, or their
actions. We are kind
to our dogs and
always consider their
dignity and health.

We exhibit a high
level of care and
conduct when
considering or taking
action.

We appreciate those
who place their
confidence in us, and
we act in ways to
maintain that level of
faith in our mission.

We conduct
ourselves openly and
consider stakeholders
and the community
as our partners in
the fulfillment of our
mission.

PADS SHILOH II, SHANTI. PAXTON & AXEL
CELLO, CEDAR & PIXIE

We are also excited to invite you to
discover more about each region, their
growing activities, events, volunteers,
donors and dogs at:
• Calgary: pads.ca/calgary
• Okanagan: pads.ca/okanagan
• Vancouver Island: pads.ca/vanisle
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•

November 2017 saw us
accredited by Assistance
Dogs International (photo
at right w/ADI President
Richard Lord) for the 4th
time. Our assessor was
generous with her praise on
the strides that we’ve made
over the past 5 years and
asked if she could use our
policies and procedures as
an example of excellence for
new schools that are trying to achieve accreditation—high
kudos from someone who accredits schools from all over the
world.
In January we began developing a PTSD Service Dog
program. For the past two years we have been career
changing qualified PADS candidates from our program to
our friends at Vancouver Island Compassion Dogs. The dogs
were unsuitable for placement within our programs, but to
date each of these transferred dogs have been placed with
First Responders and Veterans with PTSD. We’re excited to
take on the challenge of delivering this program at PADS and
offering our dogs another meaningful path to graduation.
This increases the overall success rate of our dogs and better
stewards your generous donations. Special note: VICD broke
new ground when they became the very first program to be
fully Accredited under the new PTSD standards by Assistance
Dogs International. As you can see in the photo below - it
was our great joy to receive our own accreditation alongside
these industry pioneers!

•

We began an exciting new partnership with Vancouver
International Airport (YVR). Social media of their sponsored
litter of puppies reached all around the world. Be sure to read
more about this amazing partnership on page 6).

•

Right on the heels of this litter, came another incredible litter
sponsorship from the generous mister Blake at the mister
Blake Foundation. These adorable and spunky pups are
keeping their raisers on their toes (Read more on page 5).

There really is no end to what our volunteers do for PADS.
Beyond the tangible hours they give—particularly in our busy
culture where so many of us often feel disconnected—I’m inspired
by the village of support that many, many hands and hearts have
built here. It warms my heart when I hear a client or a volunteer
comment that they are a part of the PADS family.
My staff...this extraordinary team of people continue to astound
me each and every day. With their passion, their dedication, their
creativity and their “get’r’done!” attitudes. They have continued
to grow and adapt and do better each and every day. When we
fall, we get up and we work to find ways to not trip on that stone
again. There have been many stones over the years, but I’m
proud to see how they are now building us a foundation, one that
will support us as we build towards the future.
Speaking of the future, there have been a lot of exciting advances
this year, particularly in Calgary. In 1999, I launched a small
puppy program there, hoping to recruit new raisers and broaden
the awareness of PADS (given our mandate to place dogs
across Western Canada). So few knew about assistance dogs
in those days. Twenty years later, we prepare to celebrate the
Grand Opening of our new training facility. Today our Calgary
team is comprised of 3 full time staff, over 30 puppies-intraining supported by a fantastic group of 80+ volunteers. With
the Calgary facility now complete I now turn my focus on the
Vancouver Program.
A new facility is no longer just a dream, it is a priority. PADS
has outgrown our current space and to meet the needs of our
awaiting applicants, we are focusing on a capital campaign
for land acquisition and a new facility. It is both daunting and
exciting at the same time!

OUR STORIES

As you read this edition, you’ll find
that the format of our newsletter has
changed from past issues. As our
regions grow and expand (and increase
in number) we’ve chosen to feature
their people and their dogs: to tell
their stories in these pages rather than
attempting to summarize their many
accomplishments in one article.
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MISSION
				

Since I last updated you, our program and community has grown
and transformed in new and innovative ways:

facebook.com/padsfb

CALGARY | TRAINING CENTRE
2309 Centre Ave, Calgary, AB T2E 0A9
Toll Free + Option: 4 | calgary@pads.ca
Mailing Address
PO Box 451, Stn M, Calgary, AB, T2P 9Z9
OKANAGAN | PUPPY RAISING PROGRAM
Box 77, Enderby, BC, V0E 1V0
Toll Free + Option: 6 | okanagan@pads.ca

REFLECTING BACK. MOVING AHEAD!

I would be remiss if I didn’t mention the many amazing donors
that have been faithful and steadfast to our mission for many
years and those that are brand new to us. They number too many
to count, but here are a few to give you a sense of how diverse
and far-reaching they are:
•

This year we are celebrating 20 years of partnering with our
friends at TELUS. They given so generously over the years,
and this year was no exception (see page 16 for the full
story).

•

The ever-generous John Hardie Mitchell family foundation,
who have supported us for 3 decades, helped to fund a new
client services vehicle.

What keeps me motivated (that I wish I could share with each
of you) are my two favourite “days” at PADS: Magical Mondays,
when our 8-week old puppies arrive for assessment and Fabulous
Fridays (the only thing that can top puppies!), the day team
training finishes and our clients successfully pass their testing.
The day they go home to begin their new life, supported by an
extraordinary friend on four legs...
I close as I often have, thanking each of you for your faith in us,
and for the privilege of leading this organization.

Laura Watamanuk, Executive Director
604.527.0556 x.224 | laura@pads.ca
PAWS FOR THOUGHT
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
I love looking back when it’s time to write these articles to realize just how much we’ve
accomplished.
Our second annual Gala blew last year’s snow trodden event out of the water (despite
yet ANOTHER snow storm!), raising over $85K to support our programs and we look
forward to seeing you all there in 2019 – save the date for March 9, 2019.
There is a substantial amount of time that goes into preparing an organization to be
ready for a capital campaign, and this past year there has been a great deal of focus on
growing and strengthening our organization with this in mind. Discussions have begun
with key players in preparation for a permanent PADS facility, including receiving facility
plans from a sister ADI school. It’s an exciting time.
As always, I am impressed and grateful for the PADS staff, particularly as they undertake
the program addition of the PTSD program. A tremendous amount of hard work has
been done by Laura and the training staff to get PADS ready. I know I speak on behalf
of all the Board when I express our gratitude for their enthusiasm and professionalism in
approaching this very worthwhile program.
Our Calgary training facility is finally a reality and is a hub of activity with weekly puppy
classes, their very first open house and even advanced training. Our Okanagan puppyraising program continues to grow, thanks to the amazing dedication and hard work of
Brian Smith. The team there are thrilled by our client Sarah Lapp & Service Dog Rico’s
move to the Okanagan. Their contributions to the volunteer community know no bounds
(see page 19 for their latest!). PADS Vancouver Island continues to grow and mark their
place in the community as more and more of our volunteers, staff and clients seem to be
heading across the water.
We continue to grow and pursue our capital campaign and search for a permanent home.
It’s exciting times in the life of PADS and I am so grateful for each of you, and the part
you play in our current and future success. I invite you to participate our campaign to
raise $60K in honour of our waiting clients - and to help one of our amazing puppies in
training on the way to becoming an amazing Service Dog.
Kind regards,

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS
Rick DeHart, President
(w/PADS Lilo pictured above)
Nancy Kemble, Past President
Rob Walker, Vice President
Melanie Hanson, Secretary
Jessica Sanders (Sliz), Treasurer
Erik Hoibak, Director

MEET THE FIVE STAR LITTER!
It was a cool spring day when mister Blake along with dear friends (and PADS
volunteers) James Grill and Darlene Biagioni arrived to meet their namesakes, Blake,
James, Darlene and their other two littermates Tony and Tommy. The five pups were
spunky and squishy in equal measure, and cuddles were had by all before the young
charges left PADS to head to their puppy-raising homes.

Greg Phillips, Director
Kim Gramlich, Director
Robert DeKlerk, Director (Calgary)

Rick DeHart, PADS President | rick.dehart@pads.ca

FAREWELL TO A DEAR FRIEND
It’s with great sadness that we share that our beloved Juanita Valentine passed away on
May 28, 2018. She leaves a void in our hearts and our organization that is impossible to
fill. Juanita has been part of PADS since before most of us can remember. Former board
member and one of our biggest champions, she stopped at nothing to support PADS.
On her 85th she skydived to buy us a new van. On her 90th, she did the New Years
Penguin Plunge all to raise funds for PADS. She never stopped!
While she has raised a lot of money over the years to support our programs, she was also
one of our greatest advocates. In 2005, PADS created and awarded her with the Juanita
Valentine Award, for her Outstanding Contributions to all aspects of the PADS program.
It’s not an award we give out lightly or often.
Juanita was 94, a retired special needs teacher who for all her years worked to support
‘the kids’, PADS and the community. In November she celebrated her 55th year as a
weekly volunteer with the Lions Gate Hospital. PADS was just one of the many charities
she supported. She was loved by all who knew her, and we will dearly miss her spunk, her
tenacity, but most of all her very kind heart.
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mister Blake was introduced to PADS through the kind introduction of puppy-sitters James and Darlene.
They knew his passion for making a difference in the world. mister Blake, the generous philanthropist and
musical artist—was discovered locally at a Steveston, BC talent show as a teen singing “Pretty Blue Eyes”.
His hit record in North America was Ivor Raymond’s song “ I Only Want To Be With You”.
A lifelong lover of dogs (he even has a small pack of Shelties of his own), Blake chose to present PADS
with his incredibly generous cheque for at this year’s “For the Love of Dog” Gala in February. On March
1st, the mister Blake Foundation Five Star Litter was born to PADS Banff (Black Labrador) and PADS
Gunner (Golden Retriever) and was named in honor of some of Blake’s favourite people.
As we write this James, Darlene and Blake are being puppy-raised in the lower mainland and Tony and
Tommy (the two fair brothers) are adventuring in the Okanagan puppy-raising program. All the pups are
attending puppy class each week and learning step by step how to change lives. Our incredible thanks to
mister Blake and the mister Blake Foundation for their generous support and enthusiasm for our program
and to James and Darlene for their ongoing passion for PADS.
The mister Blake Five-Star Litter is being raised by Laura Christiensen & Heidi Weihs (Blake),
Benoit Vaudry (Tommy), Uschi Eder (Tony), Jody & Dan Di Paola (James) & Kris Papps & Maggie
Lee (Darlene) in the Lower Mainland & Okanagan Puppy-Raising Regions

PAWS FOR THOUGHT
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AVIATION PIONEERS

Have you ever met someone new and wondered within moments how you haven’t been
friends your whole life? So it was when PADS and YVR met to discuss our shared goals and
priorities. Accessibility, community involvment, volunteerism - our organizations ran in parallel
in so many ways. An idea was born...and that idea was in fact a litter of adorable golden
retriever puppies!
The YVR Litter was born in the loving home of PADS volunteers
Ron and Ruth Wiens only a few minutes away—under the flight
path of the planes that come and go each day—from the busy
international hub.
Kim Halowski, YVR’s Manager of Community Relations shared:
“As a community-based organization, supporting our community
is fundamental to YVR and the people who work here. Inclusivity
and accessibility are at the very core of our business,” values that
resonated beautifully with PADS’ own. “We support programs and
organizations that focus on advancements in inclusivity, universal
access and access to opportunity and that’s why we are proud
to support Pacific Assistance Dogs Society (PADS) and the work
they do to remove barriers and give persons living with disabilities
independence.”

The adorable Goldens were photographed and shared on
YVR and PADS social media channels—reaching hundreds of
thousands of people around the world—asking for suggestions of
names. Narrowed down to a short list of four themed litters, the
voting began! By incredibly popular vote, Amelia, Orville & Wilbur
were named in honour of the aviation pioneers Amelia Earhart
and the Wright Brothers.
The puppies entered training at the Burnaby campus, assigned
to waiting puppy-raisers. One of the puppy-raisers was none
other than YVR’s Director of Human Resources, Sarah Gallagher.
Young Wilbur started work (and his daily walk of super stardom)
at the main terminal at just 8 weeks. It’s been a tremendous
opportunity for YVR’s staff to not only support PADS in a tangible
way, but also to be active participants in the growth, training and
development of one of our pups.

One of the most engaged partners PADS has, we’ve enjoyed
getting to know other parts of the YVR family. We were
honoured when their “Green Coat” volunteers that welcome
travellers at the airport every day chose PADS to be the recipient
of their “Appreciation Gift”. The group of over 500 volunteers
told YVR several years ago that rather than receiving gifts at their
volunteer appreciation party each year they would rather that
YVR donate to a worthy
cause. Young Amelia was
in attendance, along with
PADS Executive Director
Laura Watamanuk, to
accept the generous
donation, and one of the
PADS advanced dogs
demonstrated some of his
many skills for the guests
of the night.
This summer the litter
greeted the community
that helped name them at
the popular YVR Chillout
event, and on a sunny
August day, the trio visited
the airport to get their 6
month photos taken. No
longer a puddle of sleepy
fluff, the beauties wowed
YVR visitors by how much
they’ve already learned, as
they posed for the camera
instead of being distracted by the gathered crowd.
PADS Executive Director Laura Watamanuk shared: “PADS is so
pleased and grateful for the ongoing relationship with YVR, not only
for their life-changing financial support, but for the opportunity to
build awareness around the importance of accessibility both in our
community and in travel.”
The YVR Litter is being raised in the Lower Mainland
Puppy-Raising Region by Lydia Stepanovic (Amelia), Sarah
Gallagher (Wilbur) and Ali & Phil Dychinco (Orville).

CORPORATE GIVING
Corporate partners (like YVR) are essential to our success; they sponsor litters, fund programs and change
lives in monumental ways. To learn more about opportunities be sure to request a corporate giving package
from PADS today by visiting pads.ca/corporate
6
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LEAVING NEW PAW TRACKS
Delray was born on the other side of the continent, at
Southeastern Guide Dogs in Palmetto, Florida. Little did we know
when the adorable little ball of black smoosh arrived, that he
would play a role that was the first of its kind in North America, if
not the world.
Placed with his Advanced Care Paramedic partner Erica Olson,
they are the first Alberta Health Services Emergency Medical
Services Psychological Awareness and Wellness Support team
(AHS EMS PAWS). Delray looks out each day for those that are
looking out for us across the province of Alberta.
Paramedics are on the front line of every accident, tragedy
and disaster... and this day in, day out role is demanding, both
physically and psychologically. Promoting resilience and wellness
long-term is a top priority to ensure they can continue to do their
important work. Enter Delray, a world class dog, with an almost
world famous full body wag.
Where his Accredited Facility Dog counterparts that work with
victims are often super quiet and calm, Delray was chosen for
this role because he has a little extra zest in all he does. If you’re
having a tough day, he’ll dial down and lean in for a pat or belly
rub, but just as often, he’ll choose to grab a toy and make his
people laugh with his ridiculously large personality.
Delray is the first of his kind to support first responders. He
travels the province and visits amazing people each day. “He” also
maintains a very active social media presence followed by EMS
and the public where he shares wellness tips from his own furry
perspective. This serves to meet one of his goals of reducing the
stigma associated with psychological injuries.
Delray has demonstrated that he is not only a good fit for this
job, he brings his whole heart. EMS practitioners have shared
that he has turned their day around and he often hears he
was the best part of their shift. Sometimes he goes further
and provides body pressure or a head rest at a time when the
provider he is with needs support. He is comfortable enough
in his own skin and prepared enough to feel relaxed in a wide
range of environments that his dog sense of what a human needs
shines through.

The same wellness concepts he shares with his people are also
applied to Delray. He has a deliberate daily care routine and
works within a proactive response algorithm which ensures he
is only on duty when it is healthy for him and he gets plenty of
rest. He sometimes wears a “purple box” on his neck that tracks
his vitals, and in combination with saliva samples for cortisol and
regular behaviour tracking, his team (and PADS) are learning how
the work environment affects these amazing dogs.
In talking to Delray he shares in his own words:

“As an Accredited Facility Dog, I get
to spend every work day meeting
and wiggling with EMS providers in
Alberta. I think I have the best job,
but Erica really likes her job too. She
drives me around and talks about
psychological health a lot. She’s nice
enough, but doesn’t seem to realize
how much I like treats.”
To learn more about Delray, Erica and the PAWS program, visit
them online at ahs.ca/paws, on Facebook DelrayPAWS or on
Instagram delray.paws
Delray was raised by Vicki & Keith Wiseman in the Calgary
Puppy-Raising Program, Advanced Trained by Rob Mackay
and sponsored by the Andrew Mahon Foundation.
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THE PATH HE CHOSE
If you spend time with PADS staff or seasoned volunteers, you’ll hear them
talk about PADS dogs choosing their path; from the moment they enter
training the dogs communicate in all their intricate and subtle ways, which
path they hope to choose. We know from experience that—like saying
“all children should become surgeons”—we cannot, and should not, hope
that every puppy becomes an assistance dog any more than a child’s career
should be dictated from birth. PADS listens and helps each dog along their
path, even when it takes us all by surprise.
Remington was born at Southeastern Guide Dogs (SEGD)
in Palmetto, Florida. SEGD and PADS are members of the
Assistance Dogs International Breeding Cooperative, and each
member school regularly designates a number of their puppies
for export/exchange to other schools. SEGD selected this little
black fellow for export the day after he was born and PADS
immediately accepted him from the list. We even had his name
all picked out – “Remington”, chosen by Todd Remington, owner/
operator of Remington Laser Dermatology Clinic. Todd had
adopted a released PADS dog for his own family and had put
a Puppy’s First Year Sponsorship in place with PADS for one of
the puppies upcoming in Calgary. Eight weeks later, Remington
boarded a plane with an American Airlines Puppies-in-Flight
Volunteer for the long flight to Canada to join PADS puppy
raising program in our Calgary Region.

In the meantime, a retired and recently widowed gentleman by
the name of Bob Campbell was listening to a radio talk show
while driving into town from his acreage north of Cochrane, on
his way to participate in one of his many volunteer activities.
That particular day, PADS staff were guests on the radio show,
making an appeal for new puppy-raisers in Calgary. Bob smiled
and thought to himself – this could work! He’d been looking for a
way to bring a dog into his life again, without being unfair to the
dog by leaving it home all day while he was busy with his many
outside interests: photography, helping his son with his band,
board meetings with the Cochrane Women’s Shelter, visiting his
daughter’s family, meetings, curling, coaching his granddaughter’s
ringette team….the list went on. A PADS puppy would be able
to accompany him all the time, and he would have the pleasure
of learning a new skill set: raising an Assistance Dog that would
change someone’s life. It sounded like the perfect opportunity!
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Bob connected with PADS Calgary and started attending puppy
classes to learn how to become first a Sitter, then a Raiser waiting
for a puppy assignment.

The next part of Bob and Remington’s story is the hardest part
and where the “path” became overgrown and the way less clear.
Always mindful of the best way to look after Remmy, Bob left him
with a PADS puppy-sitter one week when he had made plans to
put in several long days volunteering with the Cochrane Women’s
Shelter for an important fundraiser they were working on. The
Fundraiser was held on the Friday night of that week, and
afterwards, on his way home on the dark country road, another
vehicle drove head-on into Bob’s truck, and both Bob and the
other driver died at the scene.
Remmy was safe at home with his sitter and knew nothing about
how his day-to-day life had suddenly changed. He continued to
be a happy, tail-wagging, life-loving PADS dog. His sitter took him
to PADS puppy classes. Another PADS volunteer took him to
the last few reading days scheduled with the Puppy Pals Reading
Program. Bob’s family, the PADS community and all those who
knew this amazing man grieved, trying slowly to adjust to life
without Bob.

Bob & Remmy have taught
us through their lives and
their partnership, that you
don’t have to change the
world all by yourself, but
you can make a difference
each day in each small
thing you do.

Enter Remington. Bob was assigned Remington soon after the
long-eared, wiggly black puppy arrived in Calgary. Bob excitedly
took him home and called his son on the phone to announce,
“Guess what? I have a puppy to raise, and his name is Remmy!”
Remmy settled happily into life with Bob on his acreage: learning
how to ignore Jazzy the cat, how to get his “business” done
quickly in the yard when it was 25 below zero, how to enjoy
winter evenings snuggled against Bob’s legs while they shared the
dog cushion and watched TV, and how to be a nonchalant copilot
in the truck while being driven to all the places where Bob loved
to help. Remmy never did learn to ignore the occasional skunk
that waddled across Bob’s yard, and Bob would have to break out
the shampoo on more than one occasion (Oh, Remmy….).
True to his plan, Bob took Remmy everywhere he volunteered.
He flew to Florida a few times for business, and Remmy
accompanied him each time, displaying exemplary behaviour on
the plane and in the office like a model PADS puppy. When a
fellow puppy-raiser asked if there was anyone who could bring
their pup to volunteer at the Eric Harvie Elementary School
Puppy Pals Reading Program, Bob stepped up immediately. He
and Remmy drove into Calgary once a week for Remmy to sit
beside a young student on a blue gym mat (see photo below),
attentively listening to the child read stories and stroke the thick,
luxurious fur of a contented, non-judgmental dog. In between
students, fellow staff members would sneak into the room to pat
Remmy and chat with Bob, sharing stories of their tough days
with certain children and coming away feeling re-charged and
validated. Bob always knew some anecdote to share that helped
the teachers to chuckle and relax.

Not long after, a new development in Remmy’s life shook things
up again. In Calgary, all the PADS puppies attend the annual
ACVO-Stokes Service Animal Eye Exams sponsored by the
C.A.R.E. Centre. At the exams this year, Dr Brian Skorobohach
checked each puppy’s eyes, and proclaimed each one healthy
with no concerns, until he got to Remmy.
In spite of the extensive health testing and clearances PADS
and SEGD do on all our breeding stock, Remmy had cataracts.
In his case, they were not the type of pinpoint cataracts we
occasionally see, that never get large enough to be a concern for
a working dog. Remmy’s cataracts were already significant, and
there had been none present at his examination the year prior.
Dr Skorobohach gently recommended that Remmy not continue
on the path to be an Assistance Dog, because his vision would
likely deteriorate and eventually compromise a client’s safety.
PADS agreed with the prognosis, and Remmy’s path made a sharp
turn from becoming a certified Assistance Dog to beloved pet.
PADS began a search for an adopting family that understood
what his future would hold, and could adapt his home situation
to make it easier for him to negotiate, should he have significant
vision loss, and if necessary later on, perhaps arrange for cataract
surgery to correct the problem.
Remmy found that home in none other than one of “his” teachers
at the Eric Harvie School Puppy Pals Reading Program, Sarah Day
and her husband Derek (pictured above right with Remmy lovin’
on his new “brother”). With the school principal’s permission, he
will be able to visit and support the children again while they read
their books to him and rub his belly.

At home, he will have everything a dog could possibly ask for in
life, and he will be an amazing companion in this special family he
has already touched, continuing to make a difference in their lives
every day.

And so, like all the PADS dogs before him,
Remington too chose his path. Statistically speaking,
Remmy is one of those that “didn’t make it”. And
yet, he is one of our extraordinary success stories.
Remington came to PADS from Southeastern Guide Dogs,
was raised in the Calgary Puppy-Raising Region by Bob
Campbell, and named and sponsored by Remington Laser
Dermatology Clinic.
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BREEDING PROGRAM
There is a seasonality to breeding dogs, a cycle of breeder selections and
retirements, breedings, pregnancy care, whelping and neonatal care that
keeps breeding from becoming monotonous. Earlier in the summer, PADS
had only 2 puppies out in a whelping home, with 2 girls who’d been bred, 3
others in heat and 5 others due in heat before the end of the summer. Our
attentions were geared towards selecting the best mates for our girls, ones
who would complement their strengths and offset any weaknesses.

PUPPIES ENTERING TRAINING

7 Momma Doggos
Are Pregnant Right Now!
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Then a month later, we shifted into pregnancy care and whelping mode. As
we enter the fall our picture has changed signficantly with several females
pregnant and assessments underway to select a new class of replacement
breeding dogs. Shortly, it will be all hands on deck to whelp the litters
bred this summer, and shifting our focus to early puppy development and
preparing puppies for puppy-raising, And then we will start all over again.
No time to get bored here! If you’re looking at our charts wondering why
our puppies entering training and litters born are so much lower than last
year... it’s because as we go to press we have 7, possibly 9 pregnant females...
things are about to get busy!
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Our program has been wonderfully impacted over the past few years by
the incredible support of Dana MacBlain, who has been our “Mid-woof”, on
hand to welcome new litters of puppies safely into the world. Sadly, Dana
is returning to work full-time, and will be relinquishing her role at PADS.
Her gentle expertise and level head will be greatly missed. Thank you for
everything, Dana!
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DESSERT

5 STARS

January 8, 2018 | Black Labrador X Golden Retriever

May 31, 2018 | Labrador Retriever

PADS Cadence (GRF) X Guide Dogs of America Cabot (BLM)

March 1, 2018 | Labrador X Golden Retriever

Female: Ebb, Jetty, Marina, Ocean

PADS Banff (B/L/F) X PADS Gunner (GR/M)

Male: Coast, Breaker, Surf, Marsh, Swell, Drift

Female: Darlene (Y)

PHILOSOPHERS

Male: Tony (Y), Tommy (Y), Blake (B) & James (B)

May 10, 2018 | Labrador Retriever

PADS REESE & HER “PEACES”

PADS Chai (YLF) X Assistance Dogs
Achieving for Independence Grover (YLM)

PADS Bailey II (B/L/F) X Assistance Dogs
for Achieving Independence Grover
(Y/L/M)
Female: Pippa II (Y - pictured on page
background), Simone (Y below) &
Heloise (Y)
Male: Hobbes (B), Soren (B), Cohen (Y)
& Russell (B)

Female: Brulee (Y), Cannoli (Y), Strudel (Y),
Gelato (B) & Chantilly (B)
Male: Cobbler (Y) & Biscuit (Y)

Eyes, Ears, Nose & Paws
Queenie (Y/LxGR/F)

TATER TOTS

Ellen Kovar
Envy (B/AC/M)

August 12, 2018 | Labrador Retriever
PADS Peyto (Y/L/F) X Canine Opportunity,
People Empowerment Gordie &
PADS Rolo
Female: Sierra II (B), Inca (B), Nugget II (B),
Rocket (B - pictured at right w/Peyto)
Male: Russet (B), Yukon (Y)

Brigadoon Service Dogs
Daegan (B/L/M) & Dax (B/L/M)

PEACE LITTER

FINDING NEMO

April 21, 2018 | Labrador Retriever

May 31, 2018 | Black Labrador Retriever

February 21, 2018 | Golden Retrievers

PADS Reese (B/L/F) X Can Do Canines Bruno (B/L/M)

PADS Noosa (GR/F) X
Canine Companions for Independence Mays (GR/M)

Female: Shanti (B), Rena (B), Amity (B)

PADS Devon (B/L/F) X Assistance Dogs
for Achieving Independence Grover
(Y/L/M)

Female: Amelia Male: Wilbur & Orville
10 PAWS FOR THOUGHT

Male: Shiloh II (B), Miro (B), Paxton (Y), Axel (Y) & Concord (B)

Female: Dory

Male: Nemo

Can Do Canines
Meeka (Y/LR/F)
Canine Companions for Independence
Jewel (B/LxGR/F), Joy (B/LxGR/F), Louis
(GR/M), Miley (Y/L/F), Valentine
(Y/LxGR/F) & Watts (Y/LR/M)
Dogs with Wings
Aries (Y/L/M)

MistyTrails Havanese
Timber (O/H/M
Susquehanna Service Dogs
Bonnie (Y/L/F)
Southeastern Guide Dogs
Nala (L/R/F), Gatsby (Y/LxGR/M), Gavin
(Y/LxGR/M), Red (G/R/F) & Haiku (G/R/F)

LEGEND

OTHER SOURCES

PADS CADENCE & THE OCEAN WAVES LITTER

Emma Hedman
Blink (BW/BCxW/F)
& Pond (BW/BCxW/F)

BREED
American Cocker Spaniel
Border Collie x Whippet
English Cocker Spaniel
Golden Retriever
Havanese
Labrador
COLOUR
Yellow/Gold
Black 		
White
Other

SEX
Male
Female

PAWS FOR THOUGHT
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PEONY, A SPECIAL FLOWER
Dear PADS,

A PUP CHANGING LIVES

When PADS Puppy Gavin’s raiser Jacqueline Lee started working
in a new office recently, she discovered her desk mate was
terrified of dogs. So much so that he asked for a barrier to be put
up around her desk so Gavin couldn't escape and to be moved to
a different cubicle. Thankfully, the employer is very supportive of
PADS Gavin and readily rearranged desk assignments.

I wanted to send an email to express my family’s gratitude to having Peony at our
daughter and son’s school (Lynnmour Elementary) this year.
My daughter has a rare disease called Prader-Willi syndrome as well as Autism.
She struggles silently everyday with an uncontrollable desire that leaves her feeling
hungry. As you can imagine feeling hungry every moment of every day has its
challenges. My daughter has been able to alleviate some of that stress with her
“breaks” with Peony. This special time they share together bonding allows my
daughter to forget for just a few moments her struggles and she is able to relax.

When a new team was formed several weeks later, desks had to
be reaaranged again, the concerned coworker had the option of
choosing to sit a few desks away, or right next to Jacqueline and
Gavin. Given he and Jacqueline were on the same team, it would
be beneficial to sit next to each other, but the boss made it clear
that he could choose either option.

As a parent with a special needs child I am in constant turmoil of how my daughter
will manage herself day-to-day. It gives me great joy when my daughter can tell
me at length her “adventures” with Peony. My daughter also struggles with social
connections and to have Peony as a buffer between my daughter and her peers is
also invaluable to us and to her.

Before making his decision, the worker came to Jacqueline and
said: "I really am afraid of dogs. They are not a part of my culture
and I'm not used to them. But I've watched Gavin for the past
few weeks and I've seen how calm and controlled he is. Now that
we're moving again, I think I can sit beside you, it would be better
for the team and I trust him not to get off his bed and come into
my space." How wonderful to see how even in puppy-raising
Gavin is making a difference and changing lives.

I know Peony’s time at Lynnmour is coming to an end and it gives me great sadness.
I hope that Mrs Lawson will be able to be accepted to train another PADS dog at
our school and all the children at Lynnmour will benefit.
We will always hold a special spot in our hearts for Peony but will be excited to
meet the next dog if that is in our future.
Many thanks, the Young family
Peony is being puppy-raised by Anne Lawson in the Lower Mainland Puppy Program and is sponsored by Penny Bush.

PADS PARTNERS

Each month, our amazing PADS Partners below give generously. Their long-term commitment to PADS allows us to change lives and
provides a stable funding base to our program. To learn more about (or join) our PADS Partners visit pads.ca/give

Norman Ackermann
Mary & Dave Amos
Marilyn Avender
Claire Barazzuol
Lynn Barr
Susan Beck
Joyce Beley
Theresa & Bruce Benzel
Laura Billing
Theresa Boutilier-Wilson
Tracy Boyd
Sheldon Brown
Robin Bruder
Ryder Bryan
Lauren Calancie
Carole Callaghan
Joanna Cannon
Ed Cavin
Nola Chanroux
Lynsey Coghlan
Kara Crawford
Deborah Csongradi
Glenn Cuff
Burke Curtis Willson
Tracy & Dale Darychuk
Ian & Lynne Davis
Shannon & Kevin deBruyckere
Ron & Lynne Defieux
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Belinda Anne Dodd
Glenora Doherty
Johanne Enemark
Christina Entrekin Coad
Gregory FitzGeorge-Watts
Joan Foster & Jonathan Kline
Margo Fowler
Frances Gandy
Joan O Garlick
Carla Gibson
Katherine Gorkoff
James Grill & Darlene Biagioni
Linda Gronert
Melanie Hanson
Karen Hazelrigg
Diane Hebden
Cindy Henderson
Shirley Henderson
Linda & Randy Hillaby
Joan & Wayne Hunter
Kelly Isakow
Margaret & Laurie Joseph
Melisa Joyal
Gabriella Komar
Joyce Lafreniere
DJ Larkin
Pat Lathwell
Diane Lego

Stella Leung
Dreena Lindstrom
Ming Louie Stein
Jim Luettgen
Lua Lynch
Faye MacLeod
Ishrat Manji
Lisa Markin
Judith Matheson
Josefina McCarthy
Carolyn McGhee
Linda McGregor
Catherine McLaughlin
Jane Ann & Bob Mintenko
Soohyun Myong
Josy & Bill Nadiger
Tammy Neuman
Renee Nicholson
Jon Nishi
Michael Nobes
Kathleen Oh
Dilara Oztan
Bill & Vicky Payne
Mariann Place
Lindi & Jeff Porter
Wendy Proudlock
Joan Quade
Patricia Rae

Jennifer Raifteiri-McArdle
Mary & Tony Rainbow
Clelie Rich
Sylvia & Brian Schultz
Harold Siden
Zina Simpson
Hoda Storey
Margaret Taylor
Juanita Valentine
Lucia Wang
Bruce & Karin Ward
Laura Watamanuk
Michael Westcott
Lilian Yan & Mike Orchison
Jennifer Yao
Benita Yip

Gavin came to PADS from Southeastern Guide Dogs, is puppy-raised by Jacqueline Lee in the Calgary Puppy-Raising
Program and is sponsored by Lynsey Coghlan

PUPPY SPONSORS

These individuals and organizations set themselves apart by giving (or raising) $1500 or more to support the first year of training and
care of one (or more) of our puppies. Learn more about our puppies awaiting sponsors at pads.ca/pupdates
Amber & Mara Joseph
Andrew Mahon Foundation
Article
Balco Holdings
Alex & Beth Ballinger
Bill Phillips
Bonnie MacKenzie
BOSS Wholesale Ltd
Bruce & Karin Ward
Buccaneer Management Inc
Carole Rice
Cathy Adam
Celeste Pelc
Christopher Green
Deirdre Jenkins
Diane Hebden
Diane Lego
Dogwood Pacesetters
Estate of Eileen Ruth Lang
Eugene E Macchi Personal Law
Corporation
Fairbairn - Cox Family
Frances Gandy
Frances Randall
Friends of Rowan
George Prevost
Glenn Cuff

Greg Pritchard
BC Good Sam Association
• Columbia River
• Coquihalla Sams RV
• Juniper Sam’s R.V. Club
• Kettle River Ramblers
• Chilliwack Valley
• Rocky Mountain
• Sam’s Highway Knights
• Victoria Wanderers
• Van Isle Explorers
Guildford Town Centre
Hammond Elementary
Hugh McRoberts Secondary
In Memory of Michael Randall
Jack & Donna Lee Zaleski
Jean Donaldson
Jenn & David Di Spirito
Joan Foster & Jonathan Kline
Johanna Hickey
John Hardie Mitchell family
foundation
Josco Holdings Ltd
Juanita Valentine
Julie Geddes
Kara Crawford
Kristen Mucha & John

Kasprzak
Lilian Yan & Mike Orchison
Lewis & Ruth Sherman
Foundation
Lindi & Jeff Porter
Lisa Markin
Lois & Bryan Williams
Lynn Randall & Alan Fairweather
Lynsey Coghlan
Mandi Rempel
Mara Joseph
Marcia Hawes
Margaret & Laurie Joseph
Margaret Sandeman-Allen
Margo Fowler
Marilyn Soper
Mike & Lori Marzin
Ministry of Public Safety &
Solicitor General
mister Blake Foundation
NAV Canada
Norman Ackermann
Pat Lathwell
Paul & Sandy Ballinger
RBC Dominion Securities Inc
RBC Foundation
Robin Bruder

Rotary Club of South Surrey
Sandpiper Foundation
Sarah & Eric Scott
Sherry Klassen
Shirley Stanley
Sunridge Veterinary Clinic Ltd.
Sylvia & Brian Schultz
TELUS Corporation
The Greygates Foundation
The Hamber Foundation
The McGrane - Pearson
Endowment Fund
The Rix Family Foundation
The Toskan Casale Foundation/
Youth Philanthropy Initiative
Theresa Boutilier-Wilson
Total Pet - Vernon
Tracy & Dale Darychuk
Valerie Bouey
Van Tel / Safeway Credit Union
Legacy Fund
Vancouver Airport Authority
YVR Greencoat Volunteers
Warm Hearts Charitable
Foundation
Woodland Park Elementary
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BEYOND BLUE & YELLOW

TOTALLY AMAZING

PADS & IKEA have more than just brand colours in common. For years,
PADS trainers and volunteers alike have headed to Ikea Coquitlam—just
up the road from PADS Burnaby Campus—for field trips, socialization
and of course delicious Swedish treats and furniture. But recently they
spotted something new in store: Lurvig!

Early this year we received an email from Erin at Vernon’s Total Pet store. She wanted to know
if we would like to be their charity of choice for the store’s annual charity fundraiser. Little did
we know when we agreed to partner up with them, that they would produce such amazing
results. Over the course of the month of April, Total Pet (Vernon), raised an astonishing
$12,875 for PADS. Erin and her Total Pet crew, Brian (Okanagan Coordinator) along with
the latest arrival at PADS Okanagan—an 8 Week Old Yellow Labrador. In gratitude for their
fundraising efforts, the store received the honor of naming this little guy today and chose
ARIES.

This amazing line of pet products are amazing quality. Ikea apparently teamed up with
veterinarians to design them to be safe, healthy and extra fun!

Thank you to Erin and her crew, Total Pet, and each and every person who donated at the till,
bid on a silent auction item, brought in bottles during the bottle drive or made a purchase at
the bake sale. With your support we will continue to change lives, one dog at a time.

“PADS Volunteers give their time 24/7 for over a year to raise our puppies, so we’re always
looking for ways to lighten their load,” said PADS Executive Director Laura Watamanuk,
“having corporate partners like Ikea come alongside us (and them) with essential supplies
makes getting our puppies started on the right paw so much easier.” We’re so grateful for
the support of Ikea Coquitlam in supporting our recent litters of puppies with starter kits that
included a food bucket, blanket, leash, collar, harness, soft toy, bowls, waste bag dispenser.

Aries came to PADS from Dogs With Wings, is puppy-raised by Kristen Rawluk & Lee
Ranger in the Okanagan Puppy-Raising Program and is sponsored by Total Pet - Vernon.

All we need to know now is what’s the Swedish word for THANK YOU!!?

HOW YOU CAN HELP
PADS PARTNER PROGRAM
Our popular monthly giving option
is the backbone of our program! By
making a monthly contribution of
any amount directly to PADS, via
automated banking from your credit
card or by preauthorized payment,
you make it possible to plan necessary
expenditures in a timely fashion
because we know we can count on
you.
BEQUEST & PLANNED GIVING
Many of our friends have chosen to
support our mission by naming Pacific
Assistance Dog Society as a beneficiary
in wills and bequests. When you
give to PADS through your estate
or long-term financial plans, you are
forging your life legacy and ensuring
that future clients will have access
to healthy, well-trained and low cost
assistance dogs.
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TRIBUTE DONATION
Your very special loved one - human or
pet - can be honoured forever with a
one-time donation. A Commemorative
Plaque with a name, the dates of his/
her lifetime, your name, and a short
message will be placed on PADS
Eternity Wall at the PADS campus.

SPONSORSHIP
Sponsorships range from individual
to corporate sponsorship. You can
help cover the costs associated with
breeding and caring for an entire
litter of PADS puppies (Litter); make
a difference in someone’s life by
paying for the cost of care, training
and follow-up for the lifetime of
one assistance dog team (Team
Sponsorship), or by covering the cost
of puppy’s critical first year, and many
more!
WISH LIST
Donating specific items is another
great way you can help our mission.
Wish List items often qualify for a
charitable tax receipt as a “Gift in Kind”.

Visit pads.ca/sponsorship for more
info on any of these opportunities!

WELCOME TO
THE McGRANE
PEARSON
FOUNDATION
For the Love of Dog is an evening of fine food, music and
individuals that share a common understanding of the love
and positive change the right dog can bring.
TO DONATE AUCTION ITEMS OR LEARN ABOUT
SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
Contact gala@pads.ca for more information

We were thrilled to
welcome these amazing
new donors to the PADS
family. Coming on board
in such a generous way,
sponsoring a Service Dog
Team, a VIP placement and
an adorable puppy they
named Haiku (at right).
Thank you to the
foundation (and to Ken &
Philip) for your generosity
and enthusiasm for the
work that we do - we
could not do it without
you!

PAWS FOR THOUGHT
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GIVE, BUILD,
RENOVATE &
PAINT WHERE
WE LIVE

LOST &
FOUND
Marcia Hawes, Hearing Dog Client
Severe hearing loss is so much more than not
being able to understand speech. So much of
our everyday life depends on an awareness of
the sounds around us. Sirens, horns honking,
alarms, alerts, door bells, door knocks, and
chirps.
Losing that awareness seldom happens all at
once, but when it’s lost, it’s very much gone
forever.

Our amazing friends at TELUS have struck again. They are
frequent contributers to PADS through their employee
giving program, but this summer they pulled out all the
stops at our Burnaby Campus.

With it your sense of security, social activity
and often confidence are very much reduced.
It’s gone...that is, unless you are the very
fortunate recipient of a Hearing Dog.

For three straight days they sent out TELUS staff (and their families) as
well as their community board members to overhaul our training centre
from the inside out! They moved out everything, stripped down the
walls and floors and got to work. New floors were laid, painting was
done, furniture assembled. Thanks to new storage solutions, the centre
is a picture of organization!

Last year I received PADS Hearing Dog Mint.
She is my second Hearing Dog. She is 100%
reliable, ambitious, hard working, willing,
extraordinarily obedient, loving and fun.
Those words describe my beautiful dog to a
tee.

But they didn’t stop there, they did a massive clean up of the whole
campus, and as if all the elbow grease was not enough, on the final
day during lunch they presented us with a $8.5K cheque for two
VIP sponsorships. We can’t thank them enough for their hard work,
dedication and enthusiasm.

To see renovation photos of the new and improved training
centre visit us online at pads.ca/TELUS

HAPPINESS IS A WARM PUPPY
PADS VIP Flash is a stunning, Lab/Golden Cross from our Flash Arrow Litter.
Flash, like others chose not to be a service dog and found his calling with Sandra
and Landon. This lovely couple has owned many dogs throughout their lives, but
when it came time to find a new pup that would be well behaved and comfortable
around Sandra’s scooter—that she uses to mitigate the physical limitations of
MS—they turned to the PADS VIP program, that places well mannered pets with
kids and adults with disabilities.
Flash enjoys his new role, helps Sandra stay warm when she lies down and is
attentive and gentle. He’s a natural - lending his sensitive spirit to watch out for
his new human. One night while Landon helped Sandra with stretches, Sandra
exclaimed at a particularly painful moment. Flash jumped up and started barking
at Landon as if to say “Hey, stop that!”. He’s training hard to keep up with Sandra
and enjoying all the pleasures of a move to Vancouver Island.
You can follow Sandra & Flash on at facebook.com/PADSFlash
Flash was puppy-raised by the Escobedo Family in the Lower Mainland PuppyRaising Program, sponsored by Buccaneer Management and trained by Lisa
Davis and placed as a VIP on Vancouver Island.
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“She is 100% reliable, ambitious,
hard working, willing, extraordinarily
obedient, loving and fun.
These words describe my beautiful
dog, Mint, to a tee.”

“She has restored my
confidence and sense
of security as she has
reconnected me to the
world...”
With a Hearing Dog people who would
otherwise pass you by are suddenly
interested. Those who know you are gently
reminded by your dog’s constant presence,
that you need them to pay more attention in
their communication efforts, and they do.
Life is good. Mint and I were an
extraordinarily good match. She works very
hard and I am sure to balance her life with
opportunities to play every day. We are a
team.
Mint was puppy-raised by Amy & Jordan
Thompson in the Lower Mainland PuppyRaising Program, sponsored by Bruce &
Karin Ward and trained by Ashley Siddals.
PAWS FOR THOUGHT
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HELPING HANDS

Over the past year some amazing people and organizations have shown us all kinds of love. The effort and creativity that have been
put into their initiatives has been heart-warming and the difference they’ve made lasting. Find out ways that you can help PADS by
visting pads.ca/give-a-dog or reach out to us with your ideas!

OUTSTANDING
ORGANIZATIONS

PACIFIC BLUE CROSS

PRESIDENTS CHOICE SUPER DOGS

SARAH LAPP
Our amazing Sarah Lapp is not
a new face to these pages,
but she’s outdone herself
again! We sent her artwork
for the new client services
van to approve (as it included
a beautiful photo of her and
Rico on one side), and she was
inspired to ask if she could wrap
her own beautifu van to help
promote the growing Okanagan
chapter (where she lives and
volunteers). The result was the
“Okie-mobile” along with it’s
lovely passengers Sara, fiance Jeff and PADS Rico can be found
rolling all across the Okanagan and at all the PADS events and
puppy-classes building awareness for this growing program.

LISA MARKIN &
“TEAM ROWAN”
After the amazing PADS AFD
Rowan passed away earlier this
year, the legions of people she
impacted over the course of her
career contributed to PADS in
her memory, raising over $2000
to help train more dogs like her.
In early June, another Golden
Retriever Puppy entered training at PADS, all the way from
Southeastern Guide Dogs in Palmetto Florida. The Puppy was
named “Red” in honour of Lisa’s “Red Dogs” (Goldens Rowan,
Paris & Brittany). While her coat is not as “Red” as Lisa’s red
dogs, she is RED-iculously cute!

FRANCES GANDY & DORENE TYACKE

Over the last 3 years, the President’s Choice Super Dogs team
has shared about PADS mission and vision with over 100,000
new people at their PNE shows. In a special segment they
highlight about PADS Assistance Dogs through PADS Puppy
Program staff Emma and Dana (who are longtime members of
the Superdogs team) as well as any raisers, clients or staff that
are on site that day. This year, PADS client Nicole Whitford
and Service Dog Walker were welcomed as a member of the
Superdogs team and spoke to audiences about the amazing
work PADS Walker does each day.

JOHN HARDIE MITCHELL FAMILY FOUNDATION
& BC GAMING

Our heartfelt appreciation goes out to Pacific Blue Cross who
not only supported PADS financially with a generous $10K
donation, but also by hosts our amazing “Flipouts” when
they gather each week to sort stamps. Their recent donation
will help fund the Post Traumatic Stress Disorder program
development to match PADS dogs to first responders and
veterans with PTSD. The impact this donation will have will be
life-changing.

INCREDIBLE INDIVIDUALS
CHRISTOPHER GREEN

Christopher has been a long
time donor to PADS (since
2007) and has faithfully and
quietly donated over $15K
in donations, gifts and Trade
Exchange dollars (that PADS
can use for much needed
goods and services). A brand
new recruit “Queenie” has been
named in recognition of his
amazing contribution.

Our wonderful Fran (L) and Dorene (R) received some sweet
puppy-love from PADS Red for showing up in the office
regularly with a donation to the PADS Veterinary Trust Fund.
The trust fund supports clients that are faced with extraordinary
vet expenses or an emergency. These amazing ladies diligently
fundraise by collecting and returning recyclables from their
neighbours and local businesses. Thanks ladies!

A LIFE CHANGED
Tiffany Spenard, Puppy-Raiser
After years of illness, an amazing doctor didn’t give up on me until he found answers. For a
period of time, I was put into a form of remission and I seized the opportunity to get back to
playing ice hockey and all the other things I enjoy.
Little did I know, on my new hockey team, I’d meet PADS puppy-raiser Kailea Feddersen. Fast
friends, we headed out on many adventures, always accompanied by her wonderful PADS
puppies: Elton, Kurtz and Maya (and during puppy swaps: Cambria & Quixley). I was hooked!
Teaching and coaching is in my blood: I’ve always been a coach in soccer and basketball camps
and went to school to become a teacher. Taking on a PADS pup seemed a perfect fit, but
being in remission meant I was soon clear to work again. I was a manager of corporate training
for a pizza franchise, and this role wouldn’t afford me the ability to bring a pup to work, nor
the time to train one properly.

KAILEA FEDDERSON

Our sincere thanks to our dear friends at the John Hardie
Mitchell family foundation and BC Gaming for hearing our need
for a client services vehicle. This is used by our Client Services
Manager to meet with applicants to perform interviews, clients
to support and determine their needs, follow them to their
home environment after team training to ensure they get off to
a great start and to perform annual follow-ups. The van is fully
accessible so that clients and their dogs can travel with our staff
as necessary in each of these stages!
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Kailea, puppy-raiser to PADS
Elton, Kurtz and now Maya
II has spent much of this
year volunteering to help the
advanced trainers. She brings
a tremendous work ethic, can
do attitude and efficiency to
her time with them. Trainer Lisa
Davis says: “she often knows
what I need before I ask for
it! She a wonderful handler, is
great fun to have on field trips,
and most importantly the dogs
all LOVE her!”.

PADS BONNIE

A little over a year ago, my condition relapsed, leaving me with only 10% liver function
forcing me to leave my job of 17 years. Being off work, made me stir crazy. I’m used to being
accountable, productive. I was going to lose my mind, if I didn’t find some way to keep myself
busy. Where I didn’t have my health, I did have time and lots of it. After 3 years of talking
about it, I registered for and attended an info session, 2 months later I was matched with
PADS Puppy-in-Training Bonnie.

I began puppy-raising in the hopes of one day seeing Bonnie change someone’s life. But the truth is she already has. Mine.
She’s helped me and my family. Bonnie has given meaning to my life again, kept me from sitting on the couch and wasting my days
away. I remind myself that someday she’ll cross the stage to a waiting PADS client, but last week for the first time in 16 years (since
I was diagnosed) my bi-weekly bloodwork (to monitor my condition) tested 100% normal. Before Bonnie, it just kept getting worse.
PADS dogs are remarkable, I never would have imagined how much impact she could have in such a short time. Knowing how much
she’s impacted my life I’m selfishly grateful to PADS for giving me the opportunity to be part of her journey.
Bonnie came to PADS from Susquehanna Service Dogs , is being puppy-raised by the wonderful Tiffany Spenard in the
Lower Mainland Puppy-Raising Program, and sponsored by Bonnie MacKenzie.
PAWS FOR THOUGHT
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JOIN US FOR THE 3RD ANNUAL GALA

MARCH 9, 2019
RIVER ROCK SHOW THEATRE
RICHMOND, BC

Buy Now

TO BE ENTERED TO WIN
A VIP GALA PACKAGE FOR 2

TICKETS ON SALE NOW AT PADS.CA/GALA

